SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE SARL NEWS SUNDAY 1999 JULY 11 


This is Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL transmitting Amateur Radio News , 
a service from the South African Radio League for the interest of all Radio 
Amateurs, Short-wave Listeners and Electronic Enthusiasts. For a complete list 
of broadcast times and frequencies please send a SASE to Amateur Radio News, 
SARL, P O Box 1721 Strubensvallei 1735. This bulletin is also available on the 
SARL s web pages hosted by Intekom at www.sarl.org.za. 


NEWS HEADLINES: 


e INTECNET2000 ON THE AIR TONIGHT, SUNDAY 11 JULY, AT 
20:00 TO DISCUSS APRS WITH GUEST SPEAKER BOB BRUNINGA 
WB4APR 


e NEW SIX METRE BEACON IN OPERATION FROM THE EAST 
RAND 


e SARL DEVELOPMENT GROUP TAKES OFF. IS YOUR CLUB ON 
THE DISTRIBUTION LIST FOR SARLNEWS FOR CLUBS? 


You are tuned to ZS6SRL, the news in detail next 
INTECNET2000 TO DISCUSS APRS 


The next INTECNET2000 will be discussing APRS. The programme will be 
on the air this evening, Sunday, 11 July, at 20:00 and linked through various 
repeaters and relayed by Sentech on 3215 kHz. 


APRS is the acronym for Automatic Packet Reporting System, an integration 
of software and hardware that has become the latest application to take the 
packet radio world by storm. APRS allows you to track real-time events using 
packet radio. If you are already on packet radio and have a PC, you can try 
APRS for free because the software will be available on the SARL web for down 
load. The guest on the programme is Bob Bruninga WB4APR. For details of 
the free software visit the SARLweb at www.sarl.org.za 


Radio Clubs wishing to link their repeaters to the network are requested to send 
details to sarlnews@intekom.co.za or fax the information to 031 765-6456 before 
noon today. 


To support the interest in APRS the SARL bookshop has two exciting new 
books available: Packet: Speed and more speed, a book full of applications 
including APRS and Getting on track with APRS. The cost of each book is 
R185 retail. The member price is R125. The cost for packaging and postage is 
R15. 


Order yours while stocks last. Orders may be placed by calling the order hotline 
on 088 120 5042 


DEVELOPMENT GROUP GET UNDERWAY 


Radio Clubs who have registered with the SARL for the special Newsletter for 
Clubs would have received the first edition with details of the SARL Devel- 
opment Group which was formed recently under the convernorship of Horace 
Deinty ZS5C. If your club is not getting the newsletter, please send club details 
to Laurie Devereux. His email is zs5dl@futuredbn.co.za or call him on 031 709- 
1598. Please send full details about your committee, activities and the Email 
address to where the SARL Newsletter for Clubs should be sent. 


Horace will Email more information to registered clubs in the next few days so 
ensure that you on the mailing list. 


NEW SIX METRE BEACON 


The VHF DX group of the Radio Magic Amateur Club has switched on a new six 
metre beacon operating on 50,065. The antenna is a dipole favouring the Port 
Elizabeth area. The beacon runs 5 watts and carries a voice message: ZS6RMK 
in KG43FS followed by a 1kHz tone. The club is looking for reports. The email 
address is braamp@hotmail.com or reports may be sent by post to P O Box 2432 
Springs 1560. The Radio Magic Amateur Club also produces a VHF newsletter 
covering DX activities on 6m, 2m and 70cm. For more information call Braam 
Devenier at 011 733 2932. 


NEW DESIGN SOFTWARE AVAILABLE FROM SARL BOOKSHOP 


ARRL Radio Designer has heavy weight RF CAD features without a heavy 
weight price. It is now available from the South African Radio League at only 
R2130 ( Plus R15 P&P) Members pay only R 1420. 


With ARRL Radio Designer you can build, test and evaluate audio and radio 
circuits without warming up your soldering iron, running out of parts or invest- 
ing in expensive test equipment. Here is just a small example of what you can do 
with this incredible Windows-based software: * model passive and small-signal 
linear circuits from audio to RF, including amplifiers, filters, matching networks, 
power splitters and combiners 


e measure simulated operating parameters and evaluate the effects of com- 
ponent tolerances 


¢ optimise circuit performance to meet goals you specify - and more Included 
in the package is a detailed user manual, both printed and online. 


SUNSAT OBC PROBLEMS CAUSED UPSET LAST WEEKEND 


Sunsat was programmed to support Mode B operations over South Africa, Eu- 
rope, and America on Sunday 4 July. However Sunsat was silent during the 
South African passes. The Ground Control team suspected that the OBC1 had 
crashed. It hadn’t, but a fault in an earlier diary command caused diary execu- 
tion to stop prematurely. Sunsat was reprogrammed for the next day and some 
excellent reports were received. Will Owens N3ZLL said in an Email to SARL- 
NEWS I was able to copy Sunsat on the pass over the USA on Monday July 5th. 
I was using my Yaesu FT-50 @5w with an Arrow Antenna - the signal was S59 


most of the time - a number of stations were on the satellite using higher power, 
but I was being heard, as reported to me by 3 other operators. Congratulations 
on your success with Sunsat! I have only been operating Satellites for about 
year, which has been very enjoyable to me, just wanted to say Thank You! 


SUNSAT s uplink is 436.291 MHz and the downlink is 145.825 MHz, both 
NBFM. The downlink can easily be reeceived on a hand-held for most eleva- 
tions. Note that because of the Doppler on the uplink, you should set your 
uplink frequency to 436.286 for the first half of the pass and 436.296 for the 
second half. 


Today 11 July, SUNSAT will again be in Mode B. The passes for Southern 
Africa are as follows: 


AOS 11:22 AZ150 LOS 11:36 AZ 24 Max elevation 21 at 11:30 AOS 13:01 AZ181 
LOS 13:16 AZ 329 Max elevation 38 at 13:08 


Times are approximate based on Durban and will vary marginally in other parts 
of South Africa. Please send reports and comments to sarlnews@Qintekom.co.za 
marking the subject line sunsat 


SOLAR ACTIVITY EXPECTED TO BE LOW 


For the period 9 to 15 July solar activity will be low to moderate with flux levels 
in the high 140’s to 150’s. Isolated M-class flares may occur at any time during 
this period. Geo-magnetic conditions will remain quiet to unsettled. Conditions 
should be good. 


Last week solar activity was low with the flux decreasing into the 140’s. The 
A-index was between 0 and 8. Geo-magnetic conditions were quiet to unsettled. 
This resulted in generally good conditions reports Dwight West ZS6NT. 


SENDING MESSAGES TO MIR FROM A SQUADCAR? 


The announcement by Hewlett-Packard that the company is shutting down 
production of the popular 200LX palmtop computer which the New York Times 
described as a cult favourite resulted in interesting stories from various users 
cult-members! 


Jeff Johns W4JEF, deputy Sheriff with the Jefferson County Sheriff s Depart- 
ment in Birmingham, Alabama created the most novel uses for his palmtop. In 
addition to running criminal checks on his 200LX, he rigged it up to an antenna 
made of hangers, then to his police antenna, to talk to the MIR space station. 
How many policemen do you know who exchange messages with cosmonauts 
while driving around in their squad car? John asked. 


METEORITES - A JOURNEY ACROSS SPACE & TIME 


If you are in Durban on Monday 19 July you are invited to attend an interesting 
lecture on Meteorites - a journey across space and time. The lecture will be 
presented by Dr Alex Bevan - Curator of Mineralogy & Meteoritics, Western 
Australian Museum of Natural Science. 


A flash of light and loud bangs herald the fall of a meteorite to Earth. These 
chunks of rock and metal tell us a great deal about our distant past. Many 
meteorites are over 4500 million years old. As rubble left over after the planets 
formed, like messengers across space and time, meteorites carry a record of the 
earliest history of the Solar System. What are meteorites made of? Where do 
they come from? How and when did these materials form? What do they tell 
us about the infant Solar System? This lecture, illustrated with many examples 
from around the world, examines the remarkable discoveries that have been 
made by studying meteorites. 


The lecture starts at 18:00 at Lecture Theatre T-7, T-Block University of 
Durban- Westville. For more details call Deanna Meth - Tel: 031-260 2524 


DIARY OF ACTIVITY 


On 17 July the SARL Regional Indaba will be held in KwaZulu-Natal. Radio 
Clubs wishing to participate should call Laurie Devereux ZS5DL on 031 709- 
1598. 


On 18 July the Zululand Amateur Radio Club AGM will take place at 10:00 for 
11:00, at the home of John, ZS5J, in Mtunzini. Members who cannot attend 
are requested to fill in and return the proxy form that was included in the June 
club newsletter. 


The Annual General Meeting of the Cape Town Amateur Radio Centre will 
take place at 20.00 on Monday 26 July at the Round Table Community Centre, 
Chess Road, Rondebosch. 


On July 31 the Welkom Amateur Radio Club will be holding their AGM at 1st 
Dagbreek Padvinder hall on the corner of van Arrart Road and the old Welkom 
no. 3 Shaft road at 14:00 for 15:00 followed by a bring and braai. talk-in on 
145,750. 


From 13 to 14 August 1999 the East Rand Amateur Radio Club will be hosting 
a special event station on HF and VHF at the John Vorster Stadium in Nigel. 
On August 14 there will be a boot sale from 10:00 12:00. There is no charge for 
the bootsale, but visitors will have to pay entrance into the stadium. 


Radio Clubs are invited to supply information for inclusion in the Diary of 
events. Information must reach the SARL News Service by not later than two 
weeks before the event. Information may be faxed to 031 765-6456 or by Email 
to: sarlnews@intekom.co.za. 


The South African Radio League provides this bulletin of news as a service to 
Radio Amateurs and interested listeners on the African Continent. Join us on 
Sundays at 12:00 for the President s Net on 7082 kHz. This bulletin was written 
by ZS5AKV and read by .. 


News in this bulletin was provided by the SARL News Service, Amateur Radio 
Clubs in South Africa, Amateur Radio Online and the ARRL . 


Every Sunday you are invited to listen to Amateur Radio Mirror International. 
The programme is on the air on Sundays at 10:00 SAST on 9750 and 21530 kHz 
and repeated on Mondays at 20:00 SAST on 3215 kHz. Sentech, the common 
carrier for broadcasting signals in South Africa and Telkom who provides the 
transmission lines, sponsor these transmissions. The following VHF frequencies 
are also activated from the Sentech Meyerton Transmitter site: 145,375 for the 
Northern Free State and Vaal triangle areas and 145,400 covering the greater 
Johannesburg area. In the greater Durban area there is a relay on 145,650 MHz. 


ends - ZS5SAKV. 


